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The single-center experience described hereby is limited
due to a small number of patients, not allowing for firm
statistical evaluation. However, our data support the
feasibility of surgical therapy with CPB for pulmonary
malignancies invading cardiac structures. We would like to
encourage radical resections with support of CPB. Selected
patients benefit from radical, complete resections with
significantly improved long-term survival rates, especially
patients presenting with advanced sarcoma. It may be
anticipated that if pulmonary resection is limited to
lobectomy and the time of CPB is kept short, no major
increase in pulmonary complications will have to be
expected. However, extended pneumonectomies with CPB
support remain to be associated with a substantial risk of
pulmonary complications.
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Editorial comment

Extended pulmonary resections of advanced thoracic malignancies with
support of cardio-pulmonary bypass — is surgery justified?
Extended pulmonary resections of advanced thoracic
malignancies with support of cardio-pulmonary bypass (CPB)
are occasionally applied in many specialized thoracic surgical
centers in order to achieve complete resection or to manage
intraoperative complications. Several case series have
described the technical possibilities in extended resections
and have reported on morbidity, mortality, and long-term
survivors over the last few years. What they all had in common was that the number of treated patients was small and
included different tumor stages, various sites of infiltration

and hence different techniques of resection, and even
different malignancies.
What can we learn from Wiebe et al. [1] and the other
reports? Not surprisingly, surgery was associated with a high
30-day mortality of 15% in this report (Wiebe) which is
comparable with the experience of Vaporciyan et al. [2] of
11%. However, can we use these numbers to counsel our
patients? De Perrot et al. [3] and Park et al. [4] would
certainly not agree, as they have observed no mortality in
their small series. However, perioperative mortality has to be
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taken in consideration in all patients who need the support of
CPB for resection.
One can argue that perioperative mortality is of lesser
importance in patients with locally advanced malignant
tumors for which no therapeutic alternative except resection
is available. Therefore, some risk is justified by the potential
chance of long-term survival.
In fact, the key question is what is the gain of the patient
in regard to quality and duration of life? The three patients
with lung cancer operated in Wiebe’s series lived for only 4,
6, and 16 months, which makes the justification for surgery
somewhat difficult. On the other hand, a 5-year survival for
lung cancer patients, operated on CPB because of a T4-stage,
ranging between 20 and 40% [3,5,6] was reported, indicating
that there are some individuals with locally advanced lung
cancer who may profit from an extended indication for
surgery.
More favorable and consistent in literature is the reported
5-year survival of 62% in patients with sarcomas reported by
Wiebe, which was observed by others as well [2,4], indicating
the importance of the tumor histology and stage for the
selection of patients.
The potential side effects of CPB on lung function and
other organ function is well described in the literature, but
the oncological side effect is less known. The observation
that some patients with carcinomas, sarcomas, and other
tumors are disease-free survivors over many years, despite
the resection which occurs on CPB, indicates that the use of
CPB does not necessarily increase the risk of tumor
dissemination although it has been observed occasionally.
So what is the final message from Wiebe and other
reports?
The key issue for a favorable outcome justifying extended
resection of advanced thoracic malignancies on CPBP is
patient selection. The current literature indicates that this
has to occur on an individual basis and that there are no
clear guidelines. We know it can work but there is always
a but. The most important factor for selection addresses
the biology of the tumor, currently best described by
histology and stage. Resectability as well as local and
distant extension has to be evaluated carefully including CT,

PET, mediastinoscopy, transesophageal ultrasound and echocardiography and bronchoscopy according to the situation. A
patient with N2 disease and lung cancer is not a candidate
for primary surgery. The question of induction chemo- and/
or radiotherapy has to be discussed preferentially in a
multidisciplinary board. Finally, patient performance and
comorbidities as well as symptoms have to be taken into
account for adequate selection. Despite a thoughtful
evaluation, selection often remains a walk on the edge.
Nevertheless, based on these few case series, we are able
to conclude that carefully selected patients with tumor
involvement of the heart or great vessels may be resected on
CPB with acceptable mortality and morbidity, which allows
the achievement of good palliation and long-term survival in
a few.
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